Eastern Abenaki was centered in central and western Maine. The last speaker of 
the Old Town Penobscot dialect, Madeline Tower Shay, died in 1993 (Frank Siebert 
p.c). Other dialects included Caniba, spoken along the Kennebec and probably by 
the Wawenock at the Becancour mission. There is a 540-page manuscript dictionary 
by Aubery dated 1715. Major published sources include a 17th-century Caniba 
dictionary by Rale (1833), 19th century liturgical materials (Vetromile 1856, Trumbull 
1873), grammatical descriptions (O'Brien 1887, Prince 1910, Voorhis 1979, 1982), 
texts (Speck 1918, 1928a), and notes on Penobscot suprasegmentals (Siebert 1988). 

Western Abenaki is known mainly from 19th and 20th century material recorded 
at Odanak (St. Francis), Quebec. The village was established as a mission in the 17th 
century for groups from Massachusetts, Vermont, and New Hampshire, particularly 
the Sokoki. Day (1985) notes that four dialects can be distinguished dating from at 
least the mid- 19th century. A handful of elderly speakers remain (Nancy Caplow p.c. 
1998). The language differs phonologically, grammatically, and lexically from Eastern 
Abenaki (Prince 1902a, Day 1978). A bibliography is in Day 1961. Among sources 
cited are works by speakers, with primers and liturgical materials, and grammatical 
discussions (Prince 1901), vocabulary, and texts (Laurent 1884, Masta 1932). Other 
sources include a sizable vocabulary (Day 1964), a two-volume dictionary (Day 1994), 
and a text with free translation (Speck 1945). 
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